
A Life of service…Spiritual Gifts 
Ephesians 4:12 

 
 
PRAY 
 
1-12  Pastor’s work stated here is for the equipping of the saints 
  For the work of ministry   and     For the building up of the church 
Pastors serve the believers by teaching and preparing them for ministry. 
The laity serve others by building up the church by ministering in ways God has gifted them. 
As part of the work, God gives us spiritual gifts through the work of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Let’s talk about the spiritual gifts mentioned in Scripture. 
 
What is a spiritual gift? 
Spiritual gifts are not just natural talents, like an ear for music or the ability to draw or lead 
people, instead they are Empowerments that the Holy Spirit gives to each member of the Body 
of Christ for various kinds of ministry in ways that were not possible by mere natural effort apart 
from the Holy Spirit. 
I Cor. 12:11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He distributes them to each one, just 
as He determines 
 
 “A spiritual gift is any gift that is empowered by the HS and used in any ministry of the church” Grudem  
God has saved you by His grace, not by works, and one reason of this great salvation is that you would 
do good works that He prepared in advance for you to do in His great plan of redemption. 

 
What are the spiritual gifts? 
The Bible addresses the spiritual gifts in three main sections of scripture: Romans 12, I Corinthians 12, 
and Ephesians 4.  List 

 
Romans 12 
exhortation 
giving 
leadership 
mercy 
prophecy 
service 
teaching 

 
1 Corinthians 12 
administration 
apostle 
discernment 
faith 
healing 
helps 
knowledge 
miracles 
prophecy 
teaching 
tongues 
interpretation 
wisdom 

 
Ephesians 4 
apostle 
prophets 
evangelism 
pastor 
teaching 

 
Other Passages 
celibacy (1 Cor. 7:7-8) 
hospitality (1 Pet. 4:9-10) 
martyrdom (1 Cor. 13:1-3) 
missionary (Eph. 3:6-8) 
voluntary poverty (1 Cor. 13:1-3) 
  

These are not the only spiritual gifts, but they are the ones most clearly identified in the Bible.   
These gifts are to be used out of love for one another, and in service to one another in love. 
some are overlapping in some cases.  
Differences so that we depend on others in the body. 
 
Notice on this list are not these words: 
Critical spirit- the gift of complaining  Gift of being grumpy- that is one of the 7 dwarfs  
Gift of anger  



Galatians 5:19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, your lives will produce these evil results: 
sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, hatred and fighting, jealousy and anger, constant 
effort to get the best for yourself, complaints and criticisms, the feeling that everyone else is wrong except 
those in your own little group, and other sins like these.  
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For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to 
satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love.  

 
We do not choose which gifts we will receive; each Christian has at least one spiritual gift, and 
they differ, Romans 12:6: “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.” 
 
Classification of Spiritual Gifts        READ I Corinthians 12:4–11 
Some God uses in a believer to shape their life, words and actions. (Romans 12:3–8) 
Some God uses through a believer in service to meet the needs of others.  

(Eph. 4:11–13 and I Cor. 12:27–31) 
Some God works through a believer to demonstrate His supernatural power. (I Cor. 12:7–11) 
 
So are there miraculous supernatural gifts compared to normal gifts? 
Generally speaking, all these gifts are given from God and all empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

         thus they are all supernatural. 
If we would define miracle as a “less common activity of God in which he arouses people’s awe 
and wonder and bears witness to himself” grudem,   then some would be in that classification.  

– healing, casting our demons, miracles, prophecy. 
 
Unfortunately some call these charismatic gifts, but all are… 
Remember  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He distributes them to 

each one, just as He determines. 
 
A common question then arises, are these ‘miraculous’ gifts for today? 
Views of the use of miraculous gifts today book 4 main views within the church today 
Cessationist – This is the view that the miraculous gifts ceased with,  
         or very soon after the ministry of the apostles to whom, and to whom only they were given. 
Open but cautious- the Bible does not say the gifts have ended so they can still exist, but are a  
         bit uncomfortable thus cautious about teaching and practices of some Charismatic groups. 
Third wave movement- (Pentecostalism was 1

st
, Charismatic 2

nd
).  All gifts function today, when God  

         moves signs and wonders may be a part of God’s plan, supernatural encounters with God 
Classic Pentecostal – 1901 revival hit America and the teaching was that all gifts are in effect   

today and most to be concerned with was the gift of tongues after conversion and is 
evidenced by speaking in tongues, and a focus on a “second blessing.”  

Sandbox illustration 
Extremes in every area and controversies on each area.   Sometimes little of which is based on 
sound biblical exegesis. Positions are frequently motivated by experience or emotion. 
 
What is our church’s (EFCA) position on the miraculous gifts? 
Although the EFCA does not have an official policy on miraculous gifts, we do have a boundary 
stated in our Statement of Faith and a position rooted in our ethos. 
We believe that regeneration/conversion (Tit. 3:5) and Spirit-baptism (1 Cor. 12:13) occur 
simultaneously when one by grace through faith in Christ (Eph. 2:8-9) becomes a Christian. This 
is affirmed in our Statement of Faith, article 6, where “regeneration of sinners” is the time at 
which they “are baptized into union with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God.” We 
do not believe that a post-conversion baptism of the Holy Spirit evidenced by speaking in 
tongues is required to live a full life.  

http://go.efca.org/resources/document/efca-statement-faith


Some churches within the EFCA are Cessationists, and other churches within the EFCA are 
continuationists, while no churches within the EFCA are Pentecostal.  Belief and expression are 
determined by and dependent on the local EFC church. 
 
As a pastor I enjoy that some of my best friends cover each different view. 
 I pray with different ones who have a different view  
As a church we have in our congregation some that are Cessationists, some that are Open but 
Cautious, some that are 3rd Wave, we even have some that are Pentecostals.  Yet we don’t let 
those titles define us or those positions keep us from ministry or loving one another.   

This may bring our some questions, feel free to talk to a pastor. 
 
 
What is the best gifts to have? 
I want to read a passage, listen        I Cor 14:1 
 
Sometimes I will get asked, “Pastor what is your view on speaking in tongues? 
If we have 30 minutes I will look at my watch and say  

I will give you 1 minutes on thoughts about tongues and 29 minutes on prophecy.   
 
Why prophecy? 
But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement, and 
comfort (1 Corinthians 14:3). 
Tongues edifies yourself, that’s fine, but I would rather have you build up the church. 
 
…try to excel in gifts that build up the church (1 Corinthians 14:12). 
…All of these things must be done for the strengthening of the church (1 Corinthians 14:26). 
The best gifts to have are those that build up the church. 
Seek greater gifts that edify the body, and place Christian character and lifestyle before spiritual 
gifts. 
 
 
I am here as a advocate to earnestly desire the higher gifts. 
 Pray for, ask for, and walk in these gifts. 
God has gifted you with an expression of the Holy Spirit to support His vision and mission of the 
church. It is a worldwide vision to reach all people with the gospel of Christ.  
 
Look at the listing  
Following are examples of rooms or areas to visit, and what Spiritual Gifts may be used in each.  
     Sanctuary  - Preaching  
     Kitchen - Serving 
     Church Office - Leading/administration 
     Sunday School Classroom - Teaching 
     Storage room or bathroom - Serving 
     Outside garden area or parking lot - Serving 
     Missionary displays and offering – Giving and Faith 
     Welcome Center – Serving 
We are going to work through this passage and then in September have a ministry fair.  
This teaching will ground you and the Sprit will lead you to where He would have you serve as 
part of His vision and mission for this church. 
 
Prayer and song time. 


